




THERE ARE SEVERAL reasons why someone who is plan-
ning for the future might want to read what Brad Connors 
has to say. The most important reason is that it will get you 
thinking about yourself—not just about your financial 
well-being, but about your personal happiness. 

Very rarely, if ever, have you ever done anything for the first 
time and gotten it right. And when you finally retire, it will be 
for the first time. There will be no doovers. You’ve got to get 
it right. I am telling you now that  you don’t retire on a lump 
sum of money; you retire on the income from a lump sum of 
money. Anybody can manage a lump sum of money. You can 
bury it in the back yard if you want to. But it takes a pro to 
manage income. 

This book is about writing down everything on your bucket 
list and figuring out how much each activity costs. Brad’s 
advice is to decide what you want to do and work backwards. 
That one big vacation a year is a lot more fun if you are 
spending interest and not principal. 
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I read Fish Don’t Clap with a great deal of interest. Like Brad’s 
protagonist, Hal, I am a public speaker. Because I live in Flor-
ida, I have over twenty years’ experience observing retirees 
who have relocated from the Midwest and Canada. Many are 
without a compass—they retired without definitive plans, 
apart from a vague expectation of good weather and golf 
courses. They drift into a routine— one day becomes the 
next, which becomes the next. Their relevance begins to 
fade, and the phone calls from their former colleagues stop. 
They transition from doers to consumers, and many don’t 
feel vital anymore—being on a condo board is not terribly 
fulfilling. If they don’t have enough money to do things, they 
begin to lose their dignity. I don’t want to end up like that, and 
neither do you.

Others retire with gusto and have a ball. They don’t fade into 
retirement; they jump into retirement. They know what they 
want to do, and they know they can afford to do it. They don’t 
feel guilty about spending money, and they don’t live in fear 
of outliving their money. In other words, they have a plan and 
the plan works. 

If you read Fish Don’t Clap, you will want the kind of plan Hal 
has in the end. You’ll list your dreams and you’ll figure out, 
dream by dream, what you can afford to do and what you 
can’t afford to do. In other words, you’ll have a plan that 
works. You’ll make tough decisions that serve you well for 
the rest of your life.
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You and your family are the most important people you 
know. If you don’t take care of yourselves, no one else will. I 
assure you that of all the buckets from which you draw mon-
ey—Social Security, 401(k), et cetera—the biggest single 
bucket will be your personal savings. You will not be retiring 
from the company store. You’ll be retiring to the business of 
running your own retirement company. If you don’t know 
how to run a retirement company, you need to hire a pro to 
do it for you. Don’t do it alone, and don’t do it without an 
all-weather plan.

If you retire at age sixty-five and live to be ninety, prices will 
probably triple during those years. Your income won’t. Worry 
about that now, not when you’re sixty-five. Read this book 
and hire a pro. Don’t think you can plan your retirement on 
your own. A guide is a lot more valuable than a compass and 
a map. The weather’s great. Come on down. Just make sure 
you have enough money to do what you want.

Don Connelly
President, Don Connelly and Associates
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